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By Geoffrey IdSott 

• v ' Reuters 

' BOfTN f: West Germany— 

: Rein hard Gehle n, known as 
the man without a face, will 
rttlreln April from his post aa 

• /. head of . the West German 

^tountef ; espionage , organ iza- 
:v *;'}&6nj which -Ihe -has led . since 
Vtoortly after World War II. 

• , |:i^ Most._people know little of 
t vRiin ■ other 'th a n his name and 

v^e -for -G^hlen has ruled : his 
; t .«jtworkv>df f clokk*and*dagger 
.1 ;-'i« jjBte n.' from - behind --a"} v e 11 of* an* 
ityt at’: fils ; headqikners 
• T /i;/fi®Toun3ed ;by .barbed wire 
. M u nic h. As. far as is 

. ; .v’ /JEoOwri h ^ no . _ photograph y. has 
■'V^>e^ n ^takeniof him in the pas t 
‘ r ■ 

rttJTfo cone j taken in 1044.' 


last - o ne j ; take n in .... . r 
/ : hiirias a balding, slight* 

•■'\^/>^4dilt : 40-year^)ld in \ the uni- 
' * of fi.We'brm aoht colonel. 

: vcV^^bodt « 19 ye ars . later, the 
• ; /German security service 

r ' big price o n this balding 
a testimonial to the ef* 
ifefclive ness with which his 
•y ':j^i^warV; apparatus ' . was al* 
. ^fetdy forking. 

1 at Erfurt: (now in East 

, April * 3, 1902, the 
of* [a publishing house dl* 
•■' u: " ,; (Wtor, Golden joined the 

S hy in 1920. By 1936 he was 
officer on the general staff, 
after receiving training in se- 


cret-sCrtkework in thp; firiV 
years of Nazi power. 

Promoted to colonel in 1942; 
he took; over the department 
called * J^oeign Annies ' East : in 
the /army general staff, where 
his duties were to collect and 
analyze Information 'about tile 
enemy-oh and behind the east- 
ern front r • ; •> ; / 
When ‘admiral Wilhelm Can* 
arts, lit ad of the German coun- 
terespionage service, fell /Into 
ddsfavor in thelaame -year, 
Gehleii iet up his oWn counter* 
espionage network;- 7 **;-* .rV~ 
Gehlen, vwbo managed - to 
save his massive secret service 
files in,*the clwos of the final 
weeks .war, quickly awak- 
ened the interest of the ; Airier* 
ica ns when h e was captured in 
Bavaria; 1 . - 
After; careful interrogation 
in Washington, he was sent 



fba^fe'rto ^Germany j 
his own depaitteht to 
informs tio n • from Easi 
rope. . #§§£ 

' . His work there 'prow 
liable to the Ameiicl 
he was given a free- 
expand his : network*; 1 

base near Munich. 

'After that, the veil 
cy /again fell over; his 
.ties. ■ 

His organ! za ton was ,of$cW* 
ly#. recognized ; In 
called the Federal Inf driwftoaf 
Service, directly responsrofc;tu 
the Chancellor. | 
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